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" RECEIVED

JAN 09 2017
Ms. Crystal Davis __ COMMUNITY SVCS_

Alabama Department of Economic
and Community Affairs

Post Office Box 5690

Montgomery, Alabama 36103-5690

January 4, 2017

RE: RTP Application for the City of Thomasville
Dear Ms. Davis,
On behalf of the City of Thomasville, | have enclosed a pre-application for RTP funding

for construction of a walking track at the Thomasville Community Playground. Your
consideration of and assistance with this project is appreciated.

If you have any questions or need any additional information, please do not hesitate to
call.

Thank you,

Sheldon Day
Mayor

MEMBER ALABAMA LEAGUE OF MUNICIPALITES



FY2017-18 RECREATIONAL TRAILS PROGRAM

PRE-APPLICATION FORM

DEADLINE: NOON, FRIDAY, January 6, 2017

Applicant’s Name (Organization):

Address:

County:
FEI Number:
DUNS Number:

Project Title (6 words max):
Project Description (25 words max):

Park Name, if applicable:

Park Address:

GPS Coordinates of Project
(in degrees):

Congressional District:
State Senate District:

State House District:

Applicant Chief Elected Official,
Director, or President:
Phone and Email:

Grant Administrator or
Other Contact:

City of Thomasville

PO Box 127

Thomasville, AL

ZIP:36784

Clarke

63-6001375

969005842

Thomasville Community Playground Trail

Construction of a 10’ wide 1,200 linear foot walking trail at the Thomasville
Community Playground.

Thomasville Community Playground

1251 Kimbrell Street

Thomasville, AL

ZIP:36784

31°55°36.41”N 87°44'29.23" W

7

23

69

Sheldon Day

sday@thomasvilleal.com 334-636-5827

Brandy Wilkerson

Phone and Email: _Brandv.wilkerson@at_rc.net 334-682-4234




Project Descriptive Narrative

Provide a brief, yet informative, description of the proposed project; address each
evaluation criterion on the following pages (provide additional narrative and documents
as may be needed to support your response to each evaluation criterion); and include a
cost estimate, a preliminary site plan, plat and/or legal description, and location map.

Project Information

Name of Project: Thomasville Community Playground Trail

Trail Length in Linear Feet (L.F.): 1,200 Trail Width: 10’
Trail Surface Type: asphalt (with concrete in areas where equipment can cross it)

Application Type: [X] Non-motorized for a Single Use [] Motorized

[ 1 Non-motorized for Diverse Use [] Educational
Type of Applicant: City/Town [ 1 County
[] State [] Private Organization
Total Estimated Project Cost $ 76,230
Grant Amount Requested $ 60,984
Total Local Match $ 15,246
Cash Match $ 15,246
In-Kind Match $0
Donation $0

Brief Description of the Project:

The City of Thomasville proposes to construct a 10" wide, 1,200 linear foot walking trail at the Thomasville
Community Playground. The trail will encircle the playground allowing individuals the opportunity to
exercise while their children play. The trail will be a firm, level surface which will promote its use by the
elderly and mability impaired. The trail's service area includes portions of three counties in rural
southwest Alabama.

Revised 3/20/2016




1. Describe the degree to which the project’s scope and feasibility meet the
project area’s recreational needs.

The addition of a walking trail at the Community Playground site is the next step in
the City of Thomasville providing a “top of the line” recreation experience that will
attract persons of every age. The Thomasville Community Playground project was
a community based effort that culminated in the construction of the present
playground. All funding was from private donations by Thomasville citizens and
businesses. Money was raised through fundraisers including allowing residents to
buy pickets in the fence that encloses the playground area and the sale of
community playground t-shirts. The playground is heavily used by residents of a
three county area.

Currently, there are only seating areas for parents to rest while their children play. A
number of individuals have contacted the city regarding the need of a walking trail
on-site. The addition of the trail would provide adults an opportunity to exercise
while their children play on the playground. This would create a win-win situation
where both children and adults could exercise concurrently.

The City of Thomasville currently offers a walking trail at Gates Drive Park. The trail
at Gates Drive is narrower and much longer than the proposed trail. There are also
a number of grade changes along its path making it a more strenuous route for
many. The proposed trail will be a shorter, more level loop which will provide a
better option for the elderly and mobility impaired.

Additionally the trail at the playground is needed due to the heavy use of the Gates
Drive Park, especially during the spring and fall. City league sports take over the
park and many individuals prefer not exercise on the trail when the park is crowded
and ballgames are being played. During baseball season all three baseball fields
are in use every evening, which creates an environment in which many older
individuals do not feel secure. The amount of traffic at the park during these times
is also a deterrent for many.

Walking trails are ranked 5 in Region 6 in the 2013-2018 SCORP data. Parks,
pools, playgrounds, and baseball fields rank higher. The City of Thomasville
already provides these services to its residents. An additional walking trail is the
city’s top priority at this time.

Attachment #1 provides photographs of the project area.

2. Describe the ways in which the project provides for the greatest number of
compatible recreational purposes.

The Community Playground provides a wonderful opportunity for the city to provide

the combination of children’s recreation and adult recreation at one site. The
current facilities as Gates Drive offer a walking trail but the park does not offer a full

Revised 3/20/2016



playground. The layout of the playground facilitates its use by families and the
elderly. Mothers can bring their children to the playground and walk the trail while
having their children in sight the entire time. The fence encircling the entire site
adds to this sense of security.

The level surface and smaller loop promotes it use with the elderly and mobility
impaired. These groups are less likely to use the trail at Gates Drive due to its
topography. The number of people using the facilities at Gates Drive during city-
league recreation also serves as a deterrent. The proposed trail will provide these
individuals an opportunity they do not presently have.

Another positive aspect of the expansion of the park is its proximity to the city’s golf
course and pool facility.

. Describe the ways in which the project provides a new, unique, or more
effective means for making trail opportunities available to the public.

The proposed walking trail will provide a new opportunity for parents to exercise
while their children play at the Thomasville Community Playground. The entire area
is enclosed by a fence providing safety for both the parents and children.

. Describe the ways in which the project facilitates the access and use of trails
by persons with disabilities, older citizens, economically disadvantaged, and
other special populations or groups.

The proposed walking trail facilitates access and use of trails to a variety of groups
and individuals:

* The proposed track will be 10’ wide and fully handicap accessible. The
children’s playground onsite is also handicap accessible. The City’s other
walking track at Gates Drive is a much longer, more narrow track with areas
where the change in grade make it difficult for individuals with mobility issues
to navigate.

e The location of the track will provide additional opportunities to economically
disadvantaged populations. Attachment #2 provides data to demonstrate
that the service area is economically distressed. The service area lies in
the area of the state with the highest unemployment rates and percentage of
children in poverty. Many track users live in areas where no track or even
sidewalk is available for exercise. The track’s service area is in a region of
the state where obesity and obesity related illnesses occur at a higher than
average rate. Attachment #3 shows data supporting this statement.

e Currently a number of entities use the Community Playground on a regular
basis. These groups include the Thomasville City Schools and the Boys and
Girls Club of Southwest Alabama. The addition of the track will provide an
additional recreational opportunity to these children, of which the majority are
low- income.



5. Describe the ways in which the project creates opportunities for new
partnerships between trail users, private interests, and public agencies within
the project area.

The Community Playground has become a centerpiece of the Thomasville
community. Residents take great pride in the fact that they helped finance and
construct the facilities. There is a true feeling of ownership with many residents and
they continue to volunteer with the upkeep of the park. The addition of the walking
track at the park will create even more opportunities for partnerships between local
groups and public agencies.

6. Describe the ways in which the project uses the grant funds to leverage other
public or private investments (in the form of services and materials as well as
dollars).

The Community Playground project has brought the community together from its
inception. Numerous businesses donated money to the construction of the
playground. The city has pledged to build pavilions at the park if funding for the
walking track is received. The city feels that as individuals and businesses see the
park expand additional opportunities for donations and in-kind services will flourish.

7. Describe the degree of commitment to continue operation and maintenance of
the project. Include an operation and maintenance plan detailing the amount
of money needed to operate and maintain the trail after it is completed and
identify who will be responsible for the work.

The City of Thomasville is committed to the maintenance of the proposed walking
track. One can look at the city’s parks and quickly see they are committed to
providing well-maintained facilities for the public's use. The city employs a
professional recreation director to oversee its recreation facilities. In addition to the
director, the recreation department has two full time and one part time employee
that help with maintenance and upkeep of facilities. The city presently owns all
equipment necessary to maintain the proposed improvements.

The city’s 2016-2017 budget provides for $20,000 a year in park maintenance. It
should be noted that this figure is separate from the maintenance figure for ballfields
($22,000) and buildings ($8,000). There is an additional $15,000 budgeted for
repair of tractors and lawn mowers.

8. The degree to which community involvement is addressed: i.e., (A) Project
idea originated with trail users or a community group that has substantial
knowledge, and (B) The private sector (including individual citizens,
community groups, or local business enterprises) has participated in the



development of the proposed idea and has made commitments of labor,
money, or materials to support proposed implementation.

The Thomasville Community Playground Project was a community driven project.
The community raised money to go towards the purchase of the playground
equipment. The playground was also built by volunteers from the community. This
initial project was a massive public effort to provide a much needed playground for
the children of Thomasville. The idea for a walking track at the park is also a
community born idea. Numerous individuals have contacted the city about adding a
track to the facility. Many parents would like the opportunity to exercise while their
children play.

The city has received support letters from a number of groups that use the track on
a regular basis, these are provided as Attachment #4. The City of Thomasville has
also provided a letter detailing why they feel the trail is necessary and their
commitment to the project.

9. Describe in detail how the trail will be managed. Include discussion on
season length, hours of operation, limitations on use, enforcement provisions,
and scheduling.

The City of Thomasville will continue to manage the park after the walking track is
constructed. The park is publicly owned and open for all to use throughout the year.
The city has installed a fence around the park for safety and security reasons. The
proposed walking trail will be limited to nonmotorized use only. The park is open
from dawn to dusk and is regularly patrolled by the Thomasville PD. Recreation
department staff also visit the park daily.

All special events will be scheduled through the city’s recreation department.

10.1dentify and describe the service area of the project. Approximately how many
people do you propose to serve with this project? Identify other trail
resources in the service area by trail type (motorized, non-motorized, multi-
use), distance, location in relation to the proposed trail, and ownership.

The service area for the proposed walking track is extensive due to Thomasville
being a hub city in southwest Alabama. The Community Playground attracts
individuals from Fulton, Thomasville, west Wilcox, and south Marengo counties.
The park’s playground is by far this nicest in the area. The proposed trail will
encircle the playground providing parents the opportunity to exercise while their
children play. The population of the estimated service area of the track is 13,1409.

The following walking tracks/trails are available in the service area:

e Gates Drive- The City of Thomasville's Gates Drive Park has a nonmotorized
track that is approximately 0.5 mile in length. The track encircles three of the



city’s baseball fields. Gates Drive Park is approximately 3 miles from the
proposed track.

e Pine Hill Town Park- The Town of Pine Hill has a 2,640 linear foot
nonmotorized track at its municipal park. This facility is approximately 12
miles from the proposed track.

e SAEDA Walking Track- The SAEDA nonmotorized track is a 1,110 linear foot
walking track in Dixon Mills. This facility is approximately 10 miles from the
proposed track.

11.1dentify the length of time the trail will be maintained and open and available
to the public and identify the method to be used to ensure this commitment
(deed covenant, deed restriction, etc.).

The park is open year round for the public’s use. The city pledges to maintain the
area year round. The City of Thomasville is committed to the land being held for
recreation in perpetuity. The city is willing to add this stipulation to the deed for the
property.

12.The Universal Trail Assessment Process (UTAP) and the High Efficiency Trail
Assessment Process (HETAP) are methods of obtaining and recording
objective data related to outdoor, natural environments. They are tools that
land managers, agencies, and individuals can utilize to learn about, monitor,
improve, and encourage the safe and enjoyable use of any outdoor path of
travel. Points are available to project sponsors committing to the assessment
of the trail and installation of Trail Access Information signage.

The City of Thomasville is willing to participate in the trail assessment process but is
dependent on the equipment to perform the assessment and a trained assessor
being available in the area.



Total Project Cost: $76,230.00 Funds Requested: $60,984.00

Mayor

Title

/=S -/

(Date)

Revised 3/20/2016
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Deborah P Ballard

To Whom It May Concern, December 22, 2016
Ref: Walking Trail Grant

The Thomasville City Council has unanimously voted to support the Recreation Trail Grant for
our children’s park. This park is utilized by a tremendous number of residents in Thomasville
and surrounding counties. The City of Thomasville is located in the center of a very large rural
area. This rural area has virtually zero public sidewalks or walking trails available. Many
people from Marengo and Wilcox Counties come to Thomasville so they can have access to
sidewalks and safe places to walk.

Our children’s park is a popular place for visitors from adjacent counties for the same reason.
Children from our rural region do not have access to adequate park facilities so they travel from
a 10-15 mile radius to Thomasville. Adding a walking trail to this park will provide greater
availability for adults and children alike with safe places to walk. Naturally, the addition of the
trail will foster exercise, thus creating healthier options for the folks from a 3 county area. Many
folks from this region want to walk and exercise more but they simply do not have access to
well designed, safe walking trails.

If funded, the City of Thomasville will match the grant and we also pledge to build the
pavilions and other facilities to compliment the walking trail and park.

The City of Thomasville, we, consider ourselves as partners with our neighboring rural areas
and work clesely-to enhance opportunities for citizens in the entire region. It is our hope to
receive/d{:rant to help us once again give access to needed walking trails in this vastly rural
areaf]’hank you so much for your consideration.

Mayor

. R . ATTACHMENT #4
MEMBER ALABAMA LEAGUE OF MUNICIPALITES



Clarke County Economic Development Partnership
P. 0. Box 81
Grove Hill, AL 36451
(251) 275-3507

January 4, 2017

Re: City of Thomasville
Walking Trail Grant

To Whom It May Concern:

" | am writing this letter as a show of support for the Walking Trail Grant submitted
by the City of Thomasville.

There are several reasons | support Thomasville’s grant application for a walking
trail. This will certainly enhance the quality of life for all citizens who use the trail.
In fact, The City of Thomasville has tremendous regional reach and routinely
attracts citizens in to town from neighboring Marengo and Wilcox Counties. Of
course, there is a large contingent of Clarke County citizens that would also enjoy
and benefit from a walking trail. In addition to enhancing quality of life, a walking
trail in Thomasville would be ideally located and provide a safe means of
recreation for families.

A walking trail in Thomasville would be an excellent investment in Southwest
Alabama and a wonderful tool to enhance the lives of many citizens.

| appreciate your consideration of this grant application.

Sincerely,

Executive Director




THOMASVILLE CITY SCHOOLS
750 GATES DRIVE
POST OFFICE BOX 458
THOMASVILLE. ALABAMA 36784-0458

www.thomasvilleschools.org

January 4, 2017 TELEPHONE: (334) 636-9955
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT FAX (334) 636-4096

To Whom It May Concern:

The Thomasville City Board of Education and the Thomasville City Schools strongly support a
Recreation Trail Grant for the City of Thomasville. A grant such as this would greatly enhance
the development of a walking trail in conjunction with Thomasville Children’s Park. The park
has already helped encourage outdoor physical activity for our students and has become a
popular site for our parents and students. In fact, many surrounding communities utilize the
site as well. A walking trail would most certainly increase outdoor physical activity
opportunities for our community and the surrounding communities.

The research clearly shows children need more opportunities for outdoor physical activity in
order to develop life-long healthy lifestyle choices. A walking trial in conjunction with the
currently existing Children’s Park would provide physical activity options for our rural
community and increase outdoor physical activity for both adults and children alike.

The City of Thomasville has made a commitment to match the grant and to build the facilities
necessary to enhance a quality walking trail. This commitment along with the grant would help
provide a desperately needed walking trail in our rural area where such an outdoor site does

not exist.

We are hopeful to receive this grant in order to provide access to greatly needed safe and
quality walking trails. Thank you for considering our rural community for this grant.

Sincerely,

g-:.l)z)f &cQ(@Q&’. .

Vic Noel Adkison, Ed.D.
Superintendent



7
138 Wilson Avenue e Thomasville, Alabama 36784 ®  (334)636-1542 e  fax (334)636-6624
www.thomasvillealchamber.com e  director(@.thomasvillealchamber.com

December 22, 2016
To whom it may concern
Ref: Walking Trail Grant

The Thomasville Chamber of Commerce and its board of directors strongly support the
application for a grant for a walking trail at the Thomasville Children’s Park.

Thomasville is centrally located in a larger rural area that serves more than just Clarke
County but parts of Wilcox and Marengo Counties as well. There is limited access to
walking areas in our rural counties and several individuals from the surrounding areas
come to Thomasville for a safe location to exercise.

Our local children’s park is a popular place for visitors to attend and adding a walking
trail to this park will provide a safe way to exercise and enjoy the outdoors for adults
and children alike.

We like to partner with our surrounding rural areas to enhance the quality of life for
our citizens. Receiving this grant will do just that and provide a much needed addition
to our community. Thank you in advance for your consideration.

Sincerely,

) € - i
pﬂ%@m)\

Amy Prescott
Executive Director
Thomasville Alabama Chamber of Commerce




City of Thomasville
Recreational Trail Program (RTP) Resolution

WHEREAS, the City of Thomasville proposes to construct a recreational trail at the
Thomasville Community Playground;

WHEREAS, the City of Thomasville intends to submit an application to the Alabama
Department of Economic and Community Affairs (ADECA) for grant assistance to develop the
trail from the Recreational Trails Program (RTP); and

WHEREAS, the said program is limited to funding eighty percent (80%) of a project’s cost;

WHEREAS, the proposed project's cost is estimated at $76,230, which will be used to
construct the trail; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Thomasville City Council authorizes
Mayor Sheldon Day to sign and submit an application along with any additional necessary
paperwork to the RTP Program requesting assistance in the amount of $60,984.00:

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of Thomasville pledges the remaining cost of
$15,246.00 of the proposed project cost with cash for the purpose of matching the RTP
assistance; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that in the event a grant is awarded, the City of Thomasville
pledges to maintain the trail year round; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that in the event a grant is awarded, the City of Thomasville
understands that it will sign assurances to comply with all applicable Federal and State laws,
rules, and regulations

This resolution is hereby passed and approved by the City of Thomasville in official session on
this the 12" of December 2016. /

W,

WQVQJL‘OJLQJ)\ (? (/;B (A\MO_/A

Deborah Ballard, City Clerk




PROJECT COST ESTIMATE
RECREATIONAL TRAIL
COMMUNITY CHILDREN'S PARK
THOMASVILLE, ALABAMA

7-Dec-16
BASE BID ITEMS SUMMARY

ELIGIBLE TOTAL UNIT TOTAL

ITEMS DESCRIPTION QUANTITY UNIT COST COST
210A-000 UNCLASSIFIED EXCAVATION 350 ey $20.00 $7,000,00
230A-000 ROADBED PROCESSING 12 RDBD STA $400.00 $4,800.00
301A-012 CRUSHED AGGREGATE BASE COURSE, TYPE B, PLANT MIXED, 6" COMPACTED THICKNESS 400 TONS $30.00 $12,000.00
401A-000 BITUMINOUS TREATMENT A (WALKING TRAIL) 1,350 SY $2.00 $2,700.00
424A-340 SUPERPAVE BITUMINOUS CONCRETE WEARING SURFACE LAYER,

172" MAXIMUM AGGREGATE SIZE MIX, ESAL RANGE A/B (WALKING TRAIL) 110 TON $120.00 $13,200.00
535A-002 12" SIDE DRAIN PIPE 200 LF $40.00 $8,000.00
610D-003 FILTER BLANKET, GEOTEXTILE 50 sY $5.00 $250.00
618A-000 CONCRETE SIDEWALK, 4" THCIK. 120 SY $40.00 $4,800.00
519A-102 12" SIDE DRAIN PIPE END TREATMENT, CLASS 1 4 EA $1.200.00 $4,800.00
652A-100 SEEDING 1 ACRE $550.00 $550.00
656A-010 MULCHING 1 ACRE $550.00 $550.00
665J-002 SILT FENCE 150 LF $6.00 $900.00
6650-001 SILT FENCE REMOVAL 150 LF $3.00 $450.00
665Q-001 20 INCH WATTLE 100 LF $7.00 $700.00
680A-000 ENGINEER CONTROL 1 LS $5.,000.00 $5,000.00
740E-000 CONES (36 INCHES HIGH) 25 EA $6.00 $150.00
740M-001 BALLAST FOR CONE 25 EA £6.00 $150.00

BASE BID TOTAL s 66,000,00
ENGINEERING s 6,600.00
ADMINISTRATION S 3,630.00
TOTAL PROJECT s 76,230.00
TOTAL ELIGIBLE s 76,230.00



PLAN VIEW OF THE
NEW CHILDRENS PARK
FOR THE TOWN OF
THOMASVILLE

1

City of Thomasville
New Childrens Park

Seale: u30

D GOODWYN I MILLS | CAWOOD

2660 EastChase Lane, Suite 200 | Monigomery, AL 36117
Tel 334273200 | GMCNETWORK.COM




communityparklegal
Legal Description "As Surveyed"

"Baseball Park" lot as shown on "Map of Choctaw Heights Addition to Thomasville,
Alabama. Foster Estate" as recorded in Map Book 1 Page 10 in Probate Records
of Clarke County.

More particularly described as:

Begin at a found iron marking the NW corner of the "Baseball Park" lot as shown on
"Map of Choctaw Heights Addition to Thomasville, Alabama. Foster Estate" as
recorded in Map Book 1 Page 1@ in Probate Records of Clarke County;

Thence From P.0.B. North 76" @4' 42" East a distance of 358.10 feet to a found iron;

Thence South 297 17' 03" East a distance of 356.42 feet to a point on the North

Right
of Way of "Foster Avenue". Said point on a circular curve concave to the

Northwest
and having a radius of 8,283.04 feet and a Chord bearing of South 79~ @2' 45"

West
(363.76"' Long Chord);

Thence run along the arc of said circular curve through a central angle of 2~ 39'

59"
for a distance of 363.79 feet to a set capped rebar(JACKSON CA 0646);

Thence leaving said ROW North 29~ 17' 3" West a distance of 336.89 feet to the

P.0.B.

Containing 2.76 acres, more or less.

Page 1
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12/21/2016 View Details - Entity Overview | System for Award Management

USER NAME PASSWORD

| ]

Foraot Username? Forgot Password?

Create an Account

SAM.gov will be down for a maintenance window this Thursday night, 12/22, from 8 PM to midnight (EST).

CAGE Code: 5E]A6

Entity
Dashboaid-—-

Entity Registration

. Core Data

Entity Overview

v Assertions

» Reps & Certs

. POCs Entity Registration Summary
Name: Thomasville, City of
4 N Exclusions Doing Business As: City of Thomasville
Business Type: US Local Government
v Active Exdusions Last Updated By: Mitchell Stuckey
Registration Status: Active
" Inactive Activation Date: 05/26/2016
T Expiration Date: 05/26/2017
Exdusions i S
»  Excluded Family
Members
RETURN TO SEARCH "
Exclusion Summary
Active Exclusion Records? No
SAM | System for Award Management 1.0 IBM v1.P.56.20161111-0945 o
/4" 1
W USA.gov..
Note to all Users: This is a Federal Government computer el
system. Use of this system constitutes consent to monitoring at all

times.
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